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DID *60S RADICAL 
RAYMOND LUC LEVASSEUR 
PLOT TO OVERTHROW THE 

US GOVERHKERT? 
IM A TRIAL HOW UNDER WAY 
IH SPRINGFIELD, 
FEDERAL PROSECUTORS 
ARE SPARING HO EXPENSE 
TRYING TO PROVE HE DID. 


By DENNIS BAILEY 


If he was going to survive very long underground, Ray 
Levasseur had to do something about his tattoos. 

His wanted poster was hanging in every post office in 
the Northeast, maybe the entire country, showing his face 
from several different angles. Thousands of people saw it, 
sometimes in the oddest places. Toward the end, around 
the time he was captured, it even turned up as a back- 
ground prop in Witness, a movie starring Harrison Ford. 
But it didn’t really bother him. The photographs on the 
poster were old, fuzzy. The most recent one was taken by 
a bank surveillance camera when he was cashing a check, 
but even Levasseur wasn’t sure it was really him. 

Recalling those days in a recent series of interviews, 
Levasseur said there were all kinds of ways to change his 
appearance. Gain some weight, lose some weight, grow a 
beard, shave it off, get a perm. He had a whole collection 
of hats. Sometimes he wore tinted glasses. He kept a spe- 
cial pipe in his car that he pretended to puff every time he 
drove through a toll booth. They’d remember the pipe, he 
figured, not the face. He often wore a suit and got a 
chuckle whenever people called him “Sir.” The whole 
idea was to look like someone who worked for IBM, not 
someone who would bomb it. 


THE BOSTON GLOBE MAGAZINE, MARCH 26, 1989 


23 


24 







But the tattoos were another story. They were big, 
difficult to hide, and they were described on the wanted 
posters under “scars and marks.” Anybody who saw them 
would certainly remember. 

He got the first one right after he was discharged 
from the Army — an impressive fire-breathing dragon on 
his upper right arm. The second one, a snarling black 
panther, came much later at a county fair. When the tat- 
too artist asked Levasseur if he wanted anything written 
underneath, his girlfriend half expected to see her name 
etched onto his arm for keeps. But Levasseur had other 
ideas. 

“Yeah,” he said. “Put ‘Liberation.’ ” 

That’s the way it was back then. Twenty years ago 
you could wear your politics on your arm. But not now, 
not underground. Like everything else in Levasseur’s life, 
the tattoos had to be covered up. So, one night, armed 
with a bottle of tequila, he paid a visit to a tattoo parlor. 
DENNIS BAILEY IS A REPORTER FOR THE PORTLAND PRESS HERALD. 
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Raymond Luc Levasseur (far right) with cohorts last year at 
the Hartford Federal Detention Center. From left: Thomas 
Manning and his wife, Carol; Richard Williams (standing); 

Barbara Curzi-Laaman and her husband, Jaan Karl Laaman; 

and Raymond’s wife, Patricia Gros Levasseur. 


When he walked out, both the dragon and the panther had 
disappeared into the florid robes of two Samurai warriors. 
Without the old tattoos, he wasn’t the guy on the post- 
er anymore. He was John Boulette or Jack Mills or Rich- 
ard Frechette. The names changed with the territory. 
Jack Horning in Derby, Connecticut; Jack Ouellette in 
Lower Waterford, Vermont. He was anybody but Ray- 
mond Luc Levasseur, the fugitive radical who was wanted 
for a series of political bombings and bank robberies that 
began in 1976 when a dynamite blast ripped through the 
second floor of Boston’s Suffolk County Courthouse. 

For 10 years, Levasseur’s run through the under- 
ground was a major frustration for every law-enforcement 
agency in the Northeast, including the FBI, which spent 
more than $1 million tracking him down in .one of the 
most intensive manhunts in recent history. The search 
spread throughout New England, New York, New Jersey, 
and Pennsylvania, employing wiretaps, paid informants, 
surveillance of his family and friends — tactics that would 





` later raise questions about the 


government’s regard for per- 
sonal liberties. When the police 
resorted to using pictures of 
Levasseur’s three children on 
wanted posters to try to smoke 
out their father, the magazine 
Psychology Today was moved to 
condemn it as “fundamentally 
unjust.” i 

Four years after his cap- 
ture, the government isn’t 
through chasing Levasseur. Al- 
ready serving a 45-year sen- 
tence imposed in 1986 for 
bombing four military installa- 
tions, the 43-year-old Levas- 
seur was put on trial again, 
along with his wife and a third 
codefendant, in January in 
Springfield, Massachusetts. It 
will likely be one of the longest, 
most expensive, and most un- 
usual criminal trials in history. 
The three are charged with 
“seditious conspiracy” — plot- 
ting with a group of other radi- 
cals to “overthrow, put down, 
and destroy by force the Gov- 
ernment of the United States.” 
Although the prosecutors are 
using virtually the same evi- 
dence that was used in the 
1986 trial, the charges in the 
Springfield triai are different, 
and therefore it is not consid- 
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ered double jeopardy. 

Civil libertarians consider 
the sedition charge, rarely used 
since the Civil War, a bit heavy- 
handed, although few members 
of the mainstream left have 
come to Levasseur’s defense. 
Still, Levasseur views the case 
as a minor victory: full recogni- 
tion bythe federal government 
that, he and his tiny band of rev- 
olutionaries weren’t just tweak- 
ing the nose of Uncle Sam but 
were a serious threat to the 
government’s survival. 

The government apparently 
believes this enough to spend 
more than two years and $10 
million to put Levasseur on trial 
and try to pile more time onto 
his 45-year sentence. 

Prosecutors have declined 
to comment while the trial is 
going on, but in the past, law 
enforcement officials have de- 
scribed Levasseur and his co- 
horts as one of the most dan- 
gerous and most successful do- 
mestic terrorist groups in histo- 
ry. In a pretrial ruling, federal 
judge William G. Young, who is 
presiding over the Springfield 
trial, wrote: “This court has 
never seen a criminal case 
which exceeded this one in the 
quantity of documents produced 
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by the government.” 

“You tell me what their mo- 
tives are,” says Wiliam New- 
man, a lawyer for one of the de- 
fendants. “Instead of spending 
$1 million a month for a trial on 
seditious conspiracy, you could 
have a two-week bank robbery 
trial.” 

Newman believes there is 
more at stake than just the fate 
of Levasseur and his associates. 
If the government prevails, he 
says, even mild forms of civil 
disobedience could be consid- 
ered treasonous, punishable by 
20 years in jail. “They want 
that to be confirmed as the law 
of the land,” Newman says. 

For Levasseur, the govern- 
ment’s goals are more con- 
spicuous. In an interview at the 
Hartford Federal Detention 
Center, he charged that “they 
want to make sure the pain and 
fear they can inflict with this 
type of trial is felt not only by 
the defendants in this case but 
by our families, our children, 
our friends, our associates, 
whether they are political or 
not, and [by] the larger left.” 

In person, Levasseur cer- 
tainly doesn’t seem to be a 
threatening character. Thin but 
muscular, with an angular, wea- 
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ry face, he is friendly, funny, in- 
telligent, frequently intense, 
but nothing like the loonies who 
show up each week on TV’s 
America’s Most Wanted. 

He is, however, fiercely 
committed to his ultraleft poli- 
tics.. In almost any conversa- 
tion, terms such as “armed re- 
sistance,” “political prisoners,” 
and ‘clandestine movement” 
get a workout. Some of the 
group’s writings confiscated by 
the government when he was 
captured contain such cherished 
slogans of the radical left as 
“running dog lackeys of Yankee 
imperialism.” ; 
Levasseur doesn’t admit to 
he dozen or so bombings he’s 
een charged with, but he vig- 
orously defends them as moral 
acts of protest against US poli- 
cy toward South Africa, Central 
America, and Puerto Rico. 
“The actions we are charged 






says, “just as loudly in their 
own way as the actions of the 
‘African National Congress 
ispeak for the liberation of and 
\freedom of South Africa or the 
'FALN speaks for the people of 
‘El Salvador.” 

— It’s tempting to dismiss him 
as a fossil from the ’60s or com- 
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pare him to one of those mis- 
guided Japanese soldiers who 
kept fighting long after World 
War II was over. But it’s more 
complicated than that. For one 
thing, Levasseur spent the 
Summer of Love in Vietnam 
and the remainder of the ’60s in 
prison. Although he later wore 
his hair long and was drawn into 
the antiwar fervor of the early 
’70s, Levasseur was unlike 
most of the ’60s-style protest- 
ers. . 

“A lot of people who were 
active in the ’60s and ’70s had 
college degrees and came from 
middle-class backgrounds,” 
says James Bushell, a lawyer 
who met Levasseur when he 
was living in Portland, Maine. 
“There weren't a lot of people 
who were truly committed to 
leftist politics or who honestly . 
had a reason to feel repressed.” 

Then there was Ray Levas- 
seur, angry, intense, energetic, 
who grew up poor in the 
French Canadian mill town of 
Springvale, Maine. To him, op- 
posing the policies of the gov- 
ernment wasn’t a temporary di- 
version from real life. It was 
real life. But when the left col- 
lapsed at the end of the Viet- 
nam War, and all those middle- ` 
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Ray Levasseur and Richard Williams, already serving 45-year sentences for bombings, are on trial for 


seditious conspiracy. “The actions we are charged with, 


class protesters went back to 
college or got jobs in Daddy’s 
company, Levasseur didn’t find 
the same doors opening for 
him. Not that he was looking 
for them, anyway, because by 
then he had abandoned the kind 
of protest that requires a pa- 
rade permit from City Hall. The 
times, he figured, demanded a 
more offensive strategy. 


othing in Levasseur’s 
early days in Springvale 
provides a clue that he 
would one day become such a 
threat to the government. The 
son of Catholic mill workers, 
Levasseur went to Sunday 
school for 12 years, was a 
member of the football, basket- 
ball, and wrestling teams in 
high school, and was even on 
the junior prom committee. 
When he finished high 
school, in 1965, he moved to 
Boston. Six months later, Le- 
vasseur enlisted in the Army 
and did a full tour of duty in 
Vietnam, returning stateside as 
1967 was coming to a close. 
The Vietnam experience 
clearly disturbed him and began 
to shape his politics. But an epi- 
sode that soon followed had an 
even greater impact. After fin- 


ishing his hitch in the Army, 


“ says Levasseur, “speak for themselves.” 


a ce lig = 
going to smoke dope, I'll have 


Levasseur enrolled at ee to leave,’ because it would vio- 


Peay State University, fi 
Clarksville, Tennessee, and i 
came active in the Southern 
Student Organizing Committee. 
In early 1969 he was arrested 
for selling $8 worth of marijua- 
na to a police informant and was 
given the maximum five-year 
prison term. “That was the 
price I had to pay for organizing 
against the war,” he says. 

Paroled two years later, Le- 
vasseur returned to Maine. It 
was 1971, the year that Lt. Wil- 
liam Calley Jr. was found guilty 
of murder at My Lai, the Penta- 
gon Papers were published, and 
32 inmates were killed when 
police stormed Attica prison. 
Levasseur picked up on the ten- 
or of the times, becoming a 
leader in the Vietnam Veterans 
Against the War and helping to 
stage some of Maine’s largest 
antiwar demonstrations. 

Bill Jefferson, a combat vet- 
eran and member of the VVAW 
who met Levasseur at one of 
the group’s post-rally parties, 
remembers being surprised to 
learn of his prison background. 

“Someone pulled out a 
joint,” Jefferson recalls, “and 
Ray stood up and said, ‘If you’re 


late his parole. We all knew Ray 
was different, but we had no 
idea he had been in prison. It 
made me feel really naive.” 

As the war wound down ir 
1973, Levasseur moved to 
Portland. He was an intimidat- 
ing presence — shoulder- 
length hair, big sideburns, 2 
leather jacket, biker boots, and 
a beret. But in the days of radi- 
cal chic, Levasseur’s image 
wasn’t a liability with church 
leaders, whom Levasseur ap- 
proached for money to start a 
community bail fund for indi- 
gent offenders. 

“He was brilliant,” recalls 
Rev. Richard Hasty, then minis- 
ter of the First Parish Unitariar. 
Universalist Church in Port- 
land. “But he was also very im- 
patient, very angry at the sys- 
tem.” Nevertheless, the church 
considered Levasseur a bridge 
to Portland’s underclass. With z 
$3,000 donation from Hasty’s 
congregation, Levasseur start- 
ed the bail fund, which is stil! 
thriving. 

The local police had an en- 
tirely different view of Levas- 
seur, particularly after he joinec 
a group called SCAR, the State- 
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wide Correctional Alliance for Reform. 
SCAR pushed for prison reform, and its 
members testified before the Legisla- 
ture, published their own newspaper, 
and went into the Maine State Prison to 
tutor and organize inmates. Although 
the group managed to gain the grudging 
respect of politicians and the news me- 
dia, the police were skeptical. 

Whenever Levasseur visited the 
prison, “we put quite a lot of security on 
him,” recalls Joseph Smith, a guard at 
the time who even then had Levasseur 
pegged as a revolutionary. “On a danger 
scale of 1 to 10, he’d be at the top of the 
list.” 

In May 1973 a copy of SCAR’s 
newspaper plopped onto the doorstep of 
Tom and Carol Manning’s Portland 
apartment. The articles about police 
brutality and prisoners’ rights would 
change their lives forever. Tom Man- 
ning, then 27, had grown up in Dorches- 
ter, Massachusetts, part of a large work- 
ing-class family. After moving to rural 
Comish, Maine, he dropped out of high 
school and joined the Navy, saw combat 
in Vietnam, and returned home a bored, 
bitter hell raiser. An armed robbery in 
Massachusetts got him a five-year sen- 
tence at the state prison in Walpole. 

After his release, Manning returned 
to Cornish and met Caro! Ann Saucier, 
then 16, who quit school to marry him. 
They were soon hanging out with Levas- 
seur at SCAR’s rap center — a dark, 
grimy room in a run-down building in 
Portland’s Old Port — along with Le- 
vasseur’s girlfriend, Patricia Gros. Two 
other people also showed up on the 
scene — Manning’s sister, Mary Bishop, 
and her husband, Cameron. Cameron 
Bishop was an honest-to-goodness ’60s 
activist. In 1969 he was accused of 
blowing up a high-voltage transmission 
tower near Denver that provided power 
to a defense contractor. 

But in an exercise that would be re- 
peated nearly 20 years later for Levas- 
seur, government prosecutors found a 
statute they could accuse Bishop of vio- 
lating that carried a higher penalty than 
simple property damage. They settled 
on “sabotage of a war utility,” under the 
notion that the state of war declared by 
President Truman during the Korean 
War was still in effect. Bishop didn’t stay 
around to find out how the government 
intended to make the charge stick. He 
changed his name and ended up in 
Maine, where he became Levasseur’s 
link with the underground. 

The three couples — the Mannings, 
the Bishops, Levasseur and Pat Gros — 
formed a core group within SCAR that 
advocated a broader agenda than just 
prison issues. But the group was soon 
caught up in a growing siege mentality. 
SCAR members were getting phone 
calls in the middle of the night with the 
sound of machine guns or taps playing 
on the other end. Hate mail was fre- 
quent. Police raided the group’s rural 


farmhouse but made no arrests, and 
members felt certain that their phones 
were being tapped. 

Real or imagined, the repression in- 
flamed their paranoia and split the group 
into militant and more moderate fac- 
tions. “People really felt they were in a 
life-and-death situation,” recalls a for- 
mer member. 

Leading the radical charge was Le- 
vasseur, who was growing more impa- 
tient by the day. One friend remembers 
being mystified at Levasseur’s harden- 
ing stance, his talk of “getting the pigs” 
and ‘fighting the struggle,” and espe- 
cially by his decision to carry a gun. 

“What do you plan to do?” the friend 
asked. 

“You're being facetious,” Levasseur 
answered coldly. “I know you don’t need 
me to tell you that.” 

Levasseur split from SCAR in the fall 
of 1974 and, with Pat Gros, opened a 
small. bookstore on Portland’s Congress 
Street. Called Red Star North, it fea- 
tured books by Eldridge Cleaver, Che 
Guevara, Angela Davis, and other radi- 
cals. The Mannings and the Bishops 
were also on the:scene, and according to 
a witness who testified in the Springfield 
case, this is where the group first dis- 
cussed bombing federal buildings as a 
form of protest. 

But the paranoia and perceived re- 
pression that were eating away at SCAR 
soon consumed Red Star North. When a 
female worker was raped and beaten, 
Levasseur felt certain the police had the 
place under surveillance and had 
watched it happen without doing any- 
thing to stop it. 

One night, five or six local cops 
marched into the bookstore to have a 
look around and arrested Levasseur for 
having an open beer on the premises; a 
charge that was later thrown out by an 
incredulous judge. 

The clincher came in late 1974, 
when a Portland police officer was 
thrown off the force and later put in 
prison for trying to form a “death 
squad,” a group of cops that planned to 
target ex-cons for assassination. Al- 
though it was never proved, Levasseur 
and Manning were convinced their 
names were on the death squad's hit list. 

A couple of months later, Levasseur 
spent the night at his mother’s home in 
Sanford, Maine. After supper, he told 
her something she would never forget. 
“I may not be able to come over here 
anymore,” he said. “I don’t want you to 
get hurt.” 

It would be 10 years before she 
would see her son again. 


he irony of living underground is 

i that it turns the most radical of 
radicals into model citizens. For 

10 years, Levasseur paid his rent on 
time, never ran a red light, and always 
observed the speed limit. He knew that 
if he wasn’t careful, society’s smaller 
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rules would keep him from de- 
fying the bigger ones. 

That was one of the first 
lessons Levasseur learned after 
going underground in 1975. 
Someone grew suspicious after 
spotting him and Bishop sitting 
in a car outside a bank in East 
Greenwich, Rhode Island. When 
police caught up with them, 
they were arrested for conspir- 
ing to commit a robbery. A 
search of their car turned up 
four sawed-off shotguns, three 
rifles, three revolvers, and two 
automatic handguns. 

For the local police chief, it 
was ‘‘one of the best grabs ever 
made.” Bishop was on the FBI's 
Ten Most Wanted List, the first 
of several ’60s radicals to earn 
that dubious distinction, and his 
capture made headlines nation- 
wide. Levasseur, on the other 
hand, made bail and quickly 
skipped town, going deeper un- 
derground. 

He was soon joined by Pat 
Gros, who, after learning she 
was pregnant, decided to stay 
with Levasseur, despite the ob- 
vious risks and sacrifices of 
raising children on the lam. Le- 
vasseur would later become her 
common-law husband. Carol 
Manning, who at 19 was the 
youngest of the group, already 
had a 1-year-old son but like- 
wise chose to follow her hus- 
band underground, she later 
said, “to keep my family to- 
gether.” Although both women 
had strong leftist ideals, they 
adopted rather traditional roles 
as housebound mothers while 
their husbands worked day jobs. 

Exactly what those day jobs 
entailed is a matter of some dis- 
pute. The government contends 
that Levasseur and Manning 
plotted at least 10 bank robber- 
ies, beginning with two holdups 
in Maine in late 1975, and more 
than a dozen bombings in New 
York and Massachusetts, start- 
ing with the Suffolk County 
Courthouse blast in 1976, 


except for the first one, no in- 
juries. The bank heists netted 
around $900,000, and in only 
one of them were shots fired. 


hose who met Levasseur 

| during his years under- 

ground never suspected 

that he was leading a double 

life. One couple who lived with 

the Levasseurs in Lower Wa- 

terford, Vermont, in 1979 re- 

member him as a hard worker 
and a devoted parent. 

Once, when they were in a 
local post office together, Ray 
Levasseur pointed at the want- 
ed posters and said to the cou- 
ple, “See anybody you know?” 
They thought he was kidding. 
Although they remembered Le- 
vasseur as “‘a serious student of 
Marxism” who “believed very 
strongly in the struggle against 
oppression,” they were stunned 
years later to learn that their 
friends were considered dan- 
gerous terrorists by the FBI. 
By then, the Levasseurs had 
disappeared. 

Picking up roots and moving 
to another town meant another 
alias for the Levasseurs and for 
their three children, all of 
whom were born underground. 
It wasn’t hard to change their 
names, at least not in the begin- 
ning. The trick was to dig 
through county death records 
to find a person whose date of 
birth was close to one of theirs 
and then obtain the birth certifi- 
cate. Once that was done, it 
was relatively easy to get a 
driver’s license and other iden- 
tification using the phony name. 

It wasn’t always that sim- 
ple. In 1981 a town clerk in 
Brattleboro, Vermont, became 
suspicious when, police say, 
Ray Levasseur tried to get a” 
copy of a birth certificate. The 
clerk called’ police, Levasseur 
fled, arid a car with his finger- 
prints inside was later found ” 
abandoned. It was registered to 
John J. Boulette, a deceased in- 
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ams; otherwise he could find 
himself shoulder-to-shoulder 
with a state trooper during the 
road test. He often got curious 
looks from the examiners when 
he told them he was in his mid- 
30s and never had a driver's li- 
cense before, but he found a 
way around it by concocting a 
story about how he was a hay- 
seed who had just moved from 
Vermont, a state that doesn’t 
require farm workers to be li- 
censed drivers. 

Everything was a subter- 
fuge, part of the revolutionary’s 
combat camouflage. Members 
of the group used commercial 
mail drops as addresses on all 
their IDs so it would be difficult 
to locate their homes. When a 
landlord required references, 
they provided phony names and 
the number of an answering 
service that would take a mes- 
sage; one of them would call the 
landlord back using the phony 
name. They rented vacant 
“safe houses” they could run to 
on a moment's notice and care- 
fully planned their escape 
routes. Even if they were 
stopped at a roadblock, they 
were confident that they had 
the appearance, the demeanor, 
and the papers to get through 
it. 


* Neatly, quickly installed 
B e Furniture-grade wood products 
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“Tf all that failed,” Levas- 
seur says, “we had backup” — 
meaning in his case a Browning 
9mm handgun. 

Once all the elaborate un- 
derground infrastructure was in 
place, it was actually possible 
for them to relax, to go out, to 
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lead typical everyday lives. “My 
priority was the home and the 
kids and trying to keep as nor- 
mal a life as possible,” says Car- 
ol Manning. “I did gardening, 
the kids rode their bikes. That 
was our daily life, day in and 
day out.” 

Their children were bright, 
well liked, and well behaved. 


Jeremy Manning, now 15, was 


an honors student and a star 
pitcher in the Little League. 
The Levasseurs’ daughters 
were described as “sweet little 
giris” by one of their teachers. 
A few of the children were old 
enough to understand that their 
parents were wanted by the 
government. It was because of 
Mom and Dad’s political beliefs, 
they were told. They knew that 
their parents didn’t view the 
police as the friendly cop on the 
corner who would help them 
cross the street. And they un- 
derstood why they had to stay 
home from school when class 


pictures were taken. 

But the situation was often 
harder on the parents than on 
the kids. Whenever one of Le- 
vasseur’s daughters was late 
getting home from school, he 
would pace the living room 
“like a caged bear,” he says, 
worrying not only about her 
safety but whether everything 
was about to close in on them. 

The police would later sug- 
gest that the kids were terror- 
ists in training. Play money, toy 
guns, and a toy hand grenade 
were confiscated from one of 
the children’s bedrooms. But 
Carol Manning says the police 
ignored the Sesame Street 
games and the dolls. 

“They had a lot of toys,” 
she says. “As much as I didn’t 
like a He-Man or a G.I. Joe, it 
happens to be my two boys 
loved that stuff, and I bought 
it.” 

There were some things the 
kids had to do without. They 
never knew their grandparents 
or other relatives. Since going 
underground, the Levasseurs 
and Mannings had shut off con- 
tact with all their old friends 
and families. Pat’s father, an 
Army recruiter, and Ray’s 
grandmother both died while 
the couple were underground. 

Their only close friends 
were other radicals, three in 
particular: Jaan Karl Laaman, a 
former member of Students for 
a Democratic Society, who was 
convicted in 1972 of blowing up 
Richard Nixon’s campaign 
headquarters in New Hamp- 
shire; Barbara Curzi, a Boston 
native and mother of three chil- 
dren, who later married Laa- 
man; and Richard Williams, who 
became politically active while. 
serving a prison term for a rob- 
bery conviction in 1971. 

When the seven of them got 
together with their children, 
the scene was no different from. 
any Sunday afternoon barbecue 
in the suburbs. But once the 
kids were in bed, the group 
would get down to business. 
They would review manuals 
such as Living the Good Life, 
an underground primer, or 
Combat Liberalism and Disci- 
pline: They studied first aid, 
locksmithing, electronics, and 
the use of weapons and explo- 
sives. Members were required 
to memorize portions of the 
documents, and if they didn’t do 
their homework, they had to do 
100 push-ups. 

Jt was at these highly disci- 
plined meetings, the govern- 


ment alleges, that the group’s bombings and bank 
sobberies were planned. The government has 
evidence of this because the group members had 
a penchant for writing everything down and 
hanging onto it. The wealth of documentation 
that was confiscated after their capture included 
a coded diary of their exploits, surveillance notes 
on various targets, address books, records of 
meetings, and copies of most of the communiques 
that were circulated after each bombing. 

Even cash that was stained when a dye pack, 
which banks routinely use to foil holdups, ex- 
ploded inside one of the money bags during a 
heist was still sitting in a drawer when police 
raided one of their homes. They never bothered 
to get rid of it. Ten years of outwitting the full 
resources of the US government had made them 
feel invincible, as though they’d never get 
caught. And if Tom Manning hadn’t killed a po- 
lice officer, and attracted so much attention, 
maybe they wouldn’t have. 

It happened on the chilly, gray afternoon of 
December 21, 1981. Manning was driving. west 
on Route 80 in rural New Jersey, in a battered 
blue Chevrolet Nova. For unknown reasons, 
State Trooper Philip Lamonaco stopped Man- 
ning’s car. Manning later testified that he shot 
Trooper Lamonaco in self-defense after the offi- 
cer recognized him and began firing. Prosecutors 
claimed, however, that while Manning was driv- 
ing the car, it was actually Richard Williams 
who fired the fatal shots. Williams denies being 
there. 

Regardless of how it happened, Lamonaco’s 
death intensified the manhunt. But despite the 
revved-up efforts, none of it did much good. The 
events that would lead to the group’s capture had 
been set in motion much earlier. 

In early 1978 the Levasseurs were living in 
Derby, Connecticut, under the names of Jack and 
Paula Horning. Pat was pregnant with their sec- 
ond child, and she had enlisted a teen-age neigh- 
bor for baby-sitting and help around the house. 
One afternoon, the two of them were driving to a 
store when Pat turned the car too sharply and 
got it stuck in a ditch. While a tow truck was 
pulling it out, a policeman came by and took down 
her name and registration, both of which were 
phony. 

She decided not to mention it to Levasseur, 
but when he heard about it from the baby sitter, 
he flew into a rage. It was a serious breach of 
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security. He went over every detail of the acci- 
dent again and again, looking for anything that 
could trip them up. But their cover seemed solid. 
They decided they didn’t have to run, at least not 
at the moment. Pat continued to use the driver’s 
license she was carrying at the time of the acci- 
dent. It was a mistake that seven years later 
would come back to haunt them. 


t 11:30 p.m. on Wednesday, December 
A 14, 1983, a reporter at United Press In- 
ternational in New York received a phone 
call from a man who warned that two large 
bombs would explode in about 15 minutes at the 
Honeywell Inc. building in Queens. 
“We hit Honeywell because it is a military 
contractor,” the caller said. “Tell the police to 


The Green Machine? Electric 
Weeder-Cultivator weeds and 


aerates soil! Won't 88 88 
skate. mou s 


Paramount” Electric Power 
Blower with 90- and 125-mph 


speeds, vacuum 64 66 
attachment. aue z 


Amold Power Rake Thatching 
Blade attaches to mowers and 


removes thatch for a 4 88 
heaithier lawn. sm s 


rrap 
| Serene 


Ringer™ Lawn Restore" revi- 
talizes diseased or problem 


lawns. 2,500-sq. ft. 
COVETAGE. sawone a 


Black & Decker” Lawnforce™ 
Hedge Trimmer. mwe . . . 84.66 
Black & Decker? 1%4-HP Elec- 
tric Lawn Edger. »on . . . 74.99 


Weed Eater® Straight-Shaft 
Gas Trimmer cuts 18-in. path. 


Tne 149, 38 


Ross Root Feeder”. Easy- 
probe lip feeds as you water— 
at the roots! xen ...... 14.97 
60-Pic. Cartridges. mrna 6.88 


Scotts” Turf Builder” covers 


6,000 sq. ft 


ALL ares... 8.99 
Scotts* Lawn Repair Kit fills 
bare spots! 23 oZ. u» . .2.69° 


"Details available in store. 


a 


1188. 


A) Arrow® ivanhoe Arrow-Wood™ Bam assembles with ham- 
mer and screwdriver! Walts of Louisiana-Pacitic inner-seal 
siding resist moisture—mfr.-guaranteed for 15 years!" 2-pitch 
roof for more head room, more space for hanging. enn.349.95 
B) Lawn Chief? 12-HP, 39-in. Lawn Tractor with electric start, 
synchro-balanced Bas I/C engine and precise sector and 
pinion steering. Full-floating deck. Model 500. swa .. . 1188.00 
C) Rear Grass Catcher fits ail Lawn Chlef” tractors. sa.. 229.95 






Green Thumb” Plant Food. 


Green Thumb? 1-Lb. Casual 
Grass Seed. rune... ... 244 Rose & flower, tomato & vege- 
Green Thumb* 1-Lb. Premium table or tree & shrub. 7] ; 
Grass Seed. ums ....... 3.88 = SIDS. annua ' 


COTTER & COMPANY, atonal Headquarters, Cicaga, X GOCH. 100% retater-owned disinbutor serming ever 6,000 True Vaiue Members who onal their Own stores, set Their own prices and reserve Ie ght bo mit quarries 





get everyone out of there if they don’t want to 
get hurt.” f 

But the bomb — there was only one — failed 
to explode. Several hours later, police used a ro- 
bot to retrieve two attache cases with the word 
“bomb” stenciled on them from the front of the 


a timing device — a pocket watch with a screw 
driven through the crystal to complete an electri- 
cal connection with one of the watch's hands. 
The other case contained a written statement: 
“Tonight armed units of the United Freedom 
Front bombed the corporate office of the Hon- 


eywell Corporation in New York. This signals an 


Honeywell building. Inside one of the cases they 
expansion of a campaign against the US military 


found six sticks of “Superb 2” dynamite rigged to 
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regime and defense contractors who maintain the 
imperialist armed forces.” 

Police knew almost nothing about the United 
Freedom Front, even though the group was re- 
sponsible for at least six other bombings in the 
past year. But the unexploded bomb at Hon- 
eywell gave them their first real clue. It was al- 
most identical to another unexploded bomb found 
at Union Carbide in Needham seven years earli- 
er. That bomb had been planted by a group called 
the Sam Melville-Jonathan Jackson Unit (SMJJ), 
whose leading members were believed to be Le- 
vasseur and Manning. 

Almost everything the FBI knew about SMJJ 
came from a former member of SCAR who, de- 
spite a history of drug and mental problems, be- 
came the government's chief witness in the case. 
But SMJJ disappeared in 1979. Its last bombing 
target was a Mobil Oil office in Eastchester, New 
York. Since then, police figured Levasseur and 
his group were lying low, particularly after the 
Lamonaco murder. But the bomb attempt at 
Honeywell suddenly made them realize that their 
intensive.manhunt hadn't slowed Levasseur down 
for even a day. 

Two years and five bombings later, the oper- 
ator of a U-Haul storage facility in Binghamton, 
New York, contacted the FBI. Someone had 
rented one of the bins but hadn’t paid the rent for 
almost two years. When it was being cleaned out, 
the owner found parts of a shotgun. Investigators 
became very interested when they learned the 
name of the person who had rented the storage 
bin: Salvatore Bella, an alias previously used by 
Jaan Laaman. 

Along with the shotgun parts, police also 
found a five-year-old catalog with the name Jack 
Horning of Derby, Connecticut, on an address la- 
bel. The name meant nothing to them. But armed 
with the information, police tracked down the 
couple’s former baby sitter, who told them about 
Pat Levasseur’s car accident. Old accident re- 
ports were scoured until police spotted a name 
they'd seen before: John Boulette, the alias that 
police say Levasseur was using when he had his 
run-in with the Brattleboro town clerk. Accord- 
ing to the report, Boulette was the owner of a car 
driven by a Judy Hymes that went off the road in 
Derby in 1978. 

Judy Hymes turned out to be another dead 
infant, a child who had been born in Lowell at 
about the same time as Pat Levasseur. But rec- 
ords also showed that the driver's license with 
Hymes’ name on it had been turned in for a New 
York license. That license had later been turned 
in for one in Ohio, which was still current. It list- 
ed the address of a Columbus, Ohio, mail drop. 
After 10 years of searching, police had finally 
stumbled on their first solid clue. 

On Saturday, November 3, 1984, Pat Levas- 
seur showed up at the Columbus mail drop. Po- 
lice followed her to a house in rural Deerfield, 
Ohio, where Ray was watching the children. That 
evening, Richard Williams was seen coming out 
of the house and was followed to a house in 
Cleveland, where he lived with Barbara Curzi and 
Jaan Laaman. : 

The next moming, the Levasseurs and their 
three girls tumbled into the family’s red-and- 
white Chevrolet window van and flipped on the 
tape player to Michael Jackson’s Thriller. Mom 
was behind the wheel and Dad rode shotgun as 
they backed out of the yard and drove off down 
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husband. The couple’s three daughters were all born in hiding. 


Route 225. Only a few minutes 
from their home, on a flat 
stretch of highway, the van was 
cut off by a car that swerved in 
front of it, causing Pat Levas- 
seur to slam on the brakes, An- 
other car filled with FBI agents 
and state police pulled in be- 
hind, and suddenly the Levas- 
seurs were staring down the 
barrels of about two dozen 
automatic rifles and handguns. 
This time there was nowhere to 
run, no carefully planned escape 
route, no backup plan except 
surrender. 

Barbara Curzi was on the 
telephone with Carol Manning 
when the FBI showed up in 
Cleveland. She, Laaman, and 
Williams were captured, but the 
Mannings managed to escape 
the dragnet. Five months later, 
police traced the serial numbers 
off a gun seized in one of the 
homes to a shop in Norfolk, Vir- 
ginia. The buyer of the gun list- 
ed a local mail drop as an ad- 
dress, and after a monthlong 
stakeout by police, the Man- 
nings were in custody. 

Today, Ray Levasseur says 
he has no regrets. “I didn’t 
have any romantic notions of 
what going underground 
meant,” he says. “I didn’t go 
into it blindly. If you're a revo- 
lutionary, you win, you die, or 
you go to prison.” 

It’s not clear if all the others 
feel the same, particularly the 


women. Carol Manning became - 


involved in radical politics when 


she was 17, an age when it 
couldn’t have seemed much dif- 
ferent from being the class hel! 
raiser. Perhaps she was naive, 
but as the years went by and 
the politics became more seri- 
ous, she still didn’t think the 
government would try to lock 
her away for the rest of her life. 

Neither did her kids. Hours 
after her capture, she got to 
see her 11-year-old son, Jer- 
emy, for about five minutes. 
Tears were welling up in his 
eyes as he looked at his mother, 
handcuffed, shackled from her 
waist to her feet, the revolu- 
tionary who supposedly was 
trying to overthrow the govern- 
ment but always managed to 
tuck him into bed at night. He 
said to her, “I never thought it 
would be like this.” 





Cameron Bishop, 45, was 
found guilty of sabotage in 
1975, but a federal appeals 
court later reversed the convic- 
tion. He and his wife, Mary, anc 
their two children are living qui- 
etly in New England. 

Barbara Curzi-Laaman, 31. 
was convicted on bombing 
charges in 1986 and was sen- 
tenced to 15 years in prison. 
Shortly after her conviction, 
she was indicted for seditious 
conspiracy along with the oth- 
ers in the Springfield case but 
was severed from the case in 
January when the court rulec 
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that an FBI search of her Cleve- 
‘arid home was unlawful. She is 
serving time for the 1986 con- 
viction. Her children are living 
with relatives. 

` Jaan Karl Laaman, 39, was 
convicted in 1986 of six bomb- 
ings and sentenced to 53 years 
in prison. He is also serving 
time for other convictions. Laa- 
man was originally indicted for 
seditious conspiracy in the 
Springfield case, but since he is 
already serving a virtual life 
term, prosecutors dropped the 
charges last September. 

Richard Wiliams, 41, was 
sentenced in 1986 to 45 years 
on bombing charges. He was 
charged with murder in the 
shooting death of Trooper La- 
monaco, but the jury failed to 
reach a verdict. He is expected 
to be retried for Lamonaco’s 
murder after his trial in Spring- 
field on charges of seditious 
conspiracy, 

Thomas Manning, 42, was 
sentenced in 1986 to 53 years 
in jail for six bombings. In 1987 
he was convicted of criminal 
homicide for the death of La- 
monaco and was sentenced to 
life in prison. Charges of sedi- 
tion in the Springfield case 
were dropped last September, 





for the same reason that Laa- 

man’s charges were dropped. 
Carol Manning, 33, was 

convicted on bombing charges 


in 1986 and was sentenced to 


15 years in prison. She was in- 
dicted with the others for sedi- 
tious conspiracy; acknowledg- 
ing that the government had 
enough evidence to convict her, 
and therefore pleading guilty, 
she nonetheless maintained her 
innocence. She was given a 
five-year sentence to run con- 
current with her previous con- 
viction. Her children are living 
with other family members in 
Maine. 

Patricia Gros Levasseur, 
40, was convicted of harboring 
a fugitive, her husband, in 1985 
and was given a five-year sen- 
tence. Following her indictment 
for seditious conspiracy, she 
was released on bail and is now 
standing trial in Springfield. 
The Levasseur children are liv- 
ing with friends of their parents 
in New York City. 

Raymond Luc Levasseur, 
42, was convicted on six bomb- 
ing charges in 1986 and was 
given a 45-year sentence. He is 
now on trial in Springfield for 
seditious conspiracy and is rep- 
resenting himself. e 
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12° FISHBOWL 
Shoppers’ World, Rtv. 9, Framingham 





Moa. Sat, 11-8, Sun. 12- 
{508} 872-1986 
















Tables of eve: 


THE TRAD 


75% Off USA retail. 


; Route One Xorlh—Dedtan 

tanding bldg i . i 1 Mile North of Lechmere (6 mites West of Al. 3, exit 7W 

By (Freestanding tag in Shoppers Heid parking rat) Moa.-Sat. 11-8; Soa, 12-5 
(817) 326-2255 


BEDROOM SETS 


Bold bedroom sets. 
edroom sets. Even jet set bedroom 
sets. Modern, contemporary, art deco, mir- 
tored, laminated bedroom sets. Dressers, amoites, 
bookcases, nightstands, headboards, platform, trundle 
beds. (sorry, no nightgowns). Places for your clothes, your 
stereo, your books, your valuables, your clock radio, (even your 
wile of husband). Bedroom sets with secret places for your TV set. 
Space age bedroom sets. Space saving bedroom sets. FACTORY DIRECT 

FROM OUR MANUFACTURING FACILITY. We design the very best bedroom, 
Entertainment Center, Wail System or 
size, style and shape to {it 
FACTORY PRICES. And if you can't decide? 
have a bedroom set). Then come back any Tues. through Sat. from 10 to 5. and 
Sun. from 1 to 5. But, please remember, never, ever on a Monday. 


gea Impreessions 


Designers and Builders 
NOW OPEN ae of Contemporary Laminated Fumiture OPEN TO THE 


children’s room. Living/Dining Room, 


490 Boston Post Road. (In Mill Village), Sudbury 508/443-7722 


sié Now *99 
#50 Rt, 101A—Amberst, N.R. 


{603} 672-7272 


Built-in 


our individual needs. AT LOW 
o home and sleep on it. (If you 


PUBLIC 
























1230 Mi 6 
rads 233 


Eastern 


BUTCHER B 
CONTEMPORARY AND | ~ao 
COUNTAY FURNITURE [Wangio— 











e NOT RUBBERWOOD 
e NOT VENEER @ NOT Pine 
@NOT VEREZULIAN BEAVERWOOD 
Shown 30” x 48” Maple Table With 4 
Sq. Leg Base. 

Pg s434 Sace $369 
“The Farmhouse Chair” 


In Naturat With Rush Seat 


Reg. s69 Sale $59 
Sq. Legs And Chairs 


Also Available In White, Colonial Biue Or 
Forest Green At Slight Additional Charge 


BOSTON... FRAMINGHAM iat 


617-423-217. 
n--Frt..t0-6, Thurs. tit 
21+ Sat: 10-5, Sun 12S an 





















HARVARD SQ., CAMBRIDGE (GALLERIA) 
617 854-1227 
800 447-GEMS (out of State) 
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